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LATE  NEWS 


The  Venezue lan  Ministries  of  Ft nance  Devei opment  and  Agriculture 
issued  a  joint  resolution  la  the  Official  Gazette  dated  July"  26  by 
which  the  importation  of  baby  chicks  and  fertile  eggs  for  hatching 
were*  placed  under  import  licences  after  August  I,"l952.    The  resolu- 
tion cited  international  contingencies  as  making  it  indispensable 
to  encourage  an  increase  in  the  production  of  baby  chicks  and  fertile 
eggs  in  Venezuela.    Importers  of  these  items  must  secure  a  previous 
import  license  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Development  through  the 
Bureau  of  Commerce  and  Patents  on  all  importations  whose  Consular 
invoices  bear  a  date  later  than  August  1. 

French  milk  producers  were  given  an  increase  amounting  to  US  38 
cents  per  hundred  pounds  as  of  August  1,    This  is  US  13  cents  per 
hundred  pounds  more  than  was  originally  scheduled.    The  minimum  butter- 
fat  content  of  fluid  milk  was  lowered  from  3,k  percent  to  3  percent 
in  order  to  make  possible  an  increase  in  butter  production  without 
a  corresponding  increase  in  the  price  of  fluid  milk. 


Certain  fats  and  oils  are  among  various  commodities  to  be  exchanged 
by  Italy  and  Brazil  under  a  bilateral  trade  agreement  signed  by  the  2  coun- 
tries at  Rio  de  Janeiro.    Italian  imports  from  Brazil  are  to  include  . 
peanut  oil  to  the  amount  of  US$500,000  f.o.b.,  and  under  certain  conditions, 
carnauba  wax  valued  at  $500,000  f.o.b.    In  addition  to  numerous  other 
items,  Italian  exports  to  Brazil  will  include  olive  oil  valued  at  $500, 
000  c.i.f.    The  current  agreement  was  made  effective  from  May  1,  1952 
through  June  30,  1953. 
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Published  weekly  to  inform  producers,  processors,  distributors  and  con- 
sumers of  farm  products  of  current  developments  abroad  in  the  crop  and 
livestock  industries,  foreign  trends  in  prices  and  consumption  of  farm 
products,  and  world  agricultural  trade.    Circulation  of  this  periodical 
is  free  to  persons  in  the  U.S.  nooding  the  information  it  contains  in 
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Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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195!  WOKLD  TRADE  IN  APPLIES  AND  PEAKS  INCREASED 

World  trade  in  apples  and  pears  increased  markedly  in  195A  or**>" 
that  of  the  previous  year  and  the  prewar  averages.    The  volume  of 
apples  moving  into  international  trade  was  a  near-record  high  while 
that  of  pear3  was  the  largest  since  1QJ|9. 

Exports  of  apples  from  specified  countries,  which  include  all  of 
the  more  important  exporting  areas,  totaled  35  million  "bushels  in  1951 
compared  with  23  million  in  1950  end  tho  prewar  average  of  33  million 
bushels. 

Most  of  the  increase  in  1951  is  accounted  for  by  a  sharp  increase 
in  the  trade  among  Western  European  nations!    Italy  and  the  Netherlands 
show  great  increases  in  exports  over  the  previous  year  while  Belgium 
and  Denmark  showed  a  continuance  of  the  upward  trend  that  has  been 
manifest  since  the  close  of  hostilities.    As  compared  with  prewar,  all 
of  these  countries  have  grown  in  importance  as  sources  of  export  apples, 
with  a  large  proportion  of  the  exports  destined  to  other  western  European 
countries  and  primarily  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Western  Germany,  France 
and  Switzerland.    Nevertheless  Europe  continues  to  be  a  net  importer  of 
fresh  apples  with  the  total  net  amounting  to  56  million  bushels  in  1951 
compared  with  the  prewar  average  of  19.7  million  bushels.    Europe' 3 
total  imports  amounted  to  25  million  bushels  and  exports  totaled  19 
million  in  1951 >  end  represented  55  percent  of  world  total  exports  and 
80  percent  of  world  total  imports.    In  prewar  years  European  exports 
represented  only  27  percent  of  the  total  and  imports  89  percent. 

North  American  exports,  mostly  from  the  United  States  and  panada, 
totaled  7.0  million  bushels  in  195J  compared  with  7.8  million  bushels 
in  195^  and  the  prewar  average  of  16.2  million  bushels,    Tho  1951  ex" 
ports  represented  20  percent  of  the  world  total  compared  with  &9  per- 
cent in  prewar  years.     Imports,  largely  into  the  United  States  from 
Canada,  totaled  2.h  million  bushels  in  1951  end  represented  about  8 
percent  of  world  total  imports.    Both  the  United  States  and  Canada  have 
lost  heavily  in  exports  since  the  close  of  World  War  II  as  compared 
with  prewar.    The  loss  is  accounted  for  largely  by  the  stringent  dollar 
exchange  situation  in  prewar  markets  of  Western  Europe,  and  primarily 
the  United  Kingdom.    There  were  hopes  of  some  improvement  in  this 
situation  late  in  1951  when  the  United  Kingdom  turned  the  Import  of 
apples  back  to  the  commercial  trade  under  an  exchange  control  and 
licensing  system,  but  the  dollar  exchange  situation  has  worsened  again 
so  that  the  prospect  in  1952-53  are  for  less  imports  of  apples  from 
North  America. 

International  trade  in  apples  in  Asiatic  countries  is  not  very 
important  except  for  the  growing  exports  from  Syria  and  Lebanon  and 
the  increasing  imports  from  the  United  States  into  British  Malaya, 
Hong  Kong  and  the  Philippines.    For  the  countries  for  which  there  is 
information,  exports  totaled  593,000  bushels  and  imports,  1,05^,000 
bushels  in  I95I . 
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South  America  (Argentina,  and  Chile)  originated  3  9  million  bushels 
of  export  apples  in  1951  and. imported,  largely  Brazil  and  Venezuela^, 
2,3  million  bushels.    The  c'utfrw&t  level  of"  trade  -  tn  this  arm  fe  W 
sharply  higher  than  in  prewar  years  whon  an  average  of  only  about 
800,000  bushels  were  traded. 

Apple  exports  from  and  into  Africa  continue  to  be  relatively  in- 
significant with  exports  (from  the  Union  of  South  Africa)  totaling 
3^8,000  bushels  in  1951  and  imports  (largely  Egypt)  totaling  3**0,000 
bushels. 

Exports  of  apples  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand  combinod  total 
3.9  million  bushels  in  1951  compared  with  the  prewar  average  of  5.5 
million.    Practically  all  of  these  exports  in  both  poriods  were  destined 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  the  historical  preferential  market. 

World  pear  exports  increased  from  7.1  million  bushels  in  1950  to 

8.1  million  in  1951,  and  exceeded  the  prewar  average  of  7*1  million, 
As  in  the  case  of  apples  Europe  was  the  chief  exporter  and  importer 
and  continued  to  be  a  net  importer.    The  volume  of  exports  originating 
in  Europe  totaled  h.h  million  bushels  in  1951  compared  with  k.l  million 
in  1950  and  the  prewar  average  of  2,1  million  bushels.    On  the  import 
side  Europe  took  6.1  million  bushels  of  pears  in  1951  compared  with 

5.2  million  in  1950  and  5.0  million,  the  1935-39  average.    Italy  and 
the  Netherlands  were  the  principal  originators  of  the  exports  and 
Western  Germany  and  the  United  Kingdom  were  the  main  receivers,  al- 
though a  number  of  countries  show  sizable  imports. 

For  North  America,  Canada  and  the  United  States  were  the  principal 
exporters  and  importers  in  1951.     The  United  States  exported  706,000 
bushels  and  imported  269,000  bushels,  largely  from  Argentina.  United 
States  exports  have  declined  sharply,  however,  from  the  2.6  million 
bushels  average  for  the  prewar  years,  1935-39. 

Argentina,  Brazil,  the  Union  of  South  Africa  and  Australia  were 
other  important  countries  participating  in  the  international  trade  in 
pears  in  1951.    Argentina  exported  1,418,000  bushels,  Brazil  imported 
797,000  bushels,  the  Union  of  South  Africa  and  Australia  exported 
612,000  and  885,000  bushels  respectively. --By  Gustavo  Burmeister, 
based  in  part  upon  U.S.  Foreign  Service  reports. 
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COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


GRAINS,  GRAIN  P  BP  DUCTS  AND  FEEDS 

ARGENTINA  PLANS  TO  IMPORT 
WHEAT  FROM  U.  S. 

The  Government  of  Argentina  has  authorized  Argentine  firms  to 
import  7.6  million  "bushels  of  wheat  from  Gulf  Ports  of  the  United  ' 
States  for  arrival  in  Argentina  during  August  -  October  of  1952. 
Such  imports,  together  with  the  extension  of  supplies  resulting  . 
from  a  required  higher  milling  extraction  and  the  admixture  of  up 
to  10  percent  of  millet  or  com  products  with  wheat  foour  will  serve 
to  supplement  the  short  1951-52  crop  which  is  considerably  below 
normal  domestic  requirements . 

The  1951-52  wheat  crop  has  been  officially  reported  to  be  only 
75« 3  million  bushels  as  compared  with  213.0  million  bushels  in  1950-51* 
and  the  prewar  average  of  221.8  million  bushels.    The  domestic  use 
of  wheat  in  the  current  season  is  expected,  to  total  about  88  million 
bushels,  compared  with  domestic  disappearance  of  about  116  million 
bushels  in  the  preceding  year. 


Table  1-Argentina  Monthly  Grain  Exports  for  Specified  Periods 


December-June 

• 
• 

:  Wheat 

0 
a 

:  Rye 

:  Corn 

:  Oats 

:  Barley 

:  1,000 
:  bushels 

:  1,000 
:  bushels 

:  1,000 
:  bushels 

:     1,000  - 
;  bushels 

:  1,000 
:  bushels 

Average 

193*+- 39/1938-39  .  •  . 

.  .':    81, 97** 

* 

3,501 

:  13^,229 

,  16,262 

i  10,523 

1950-  5.1   

1951-  52   

February  

April   

» 
« 

.  :  1,521 
.  .:      1,272  : 
.  :  736 

118  : 

9                 m  « 
t  * 

6,823 

:        67k  j 
966  : 
:  1,167 
1,^33  ! 

627  ! 

3  : 

I89  : 

1,219 

1,712 
i+,  196 
:      2,777  : 
1,033 

2,135  ! 
2,01+2  ! 
1,172  ; 

!  3,^33 

i  1,563 
:     ■  532 
1,1+61+ 

:        J+53  : 

67 

:  509 

:  ($00 
;  1,903 
:  1,581 
1+61 

:  835 
26 

Total   

.  \      3,786  \ 

5,059  i 

15,067  : 

M79  i 

5,1+06 
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There  were  no  exports  of  wheat  in  June,  and  total  exports  of  wheat 
during  Dec  ember -June  1951-52  were  3, 736,000  "bushels  as  compared  with 
67,502,000  bushels  for  the  same  period  in  I95O-5I,  and  the  prewar  average  of 
8l,97l+, 000  bushels.    Total  exports  of  wheat  by  Argentina  during  July-June 
1951-52,  the  marketing  season  for  grains  in  the  United  States,  were  .29, 96% 739 
bushels  as  compared  with  103,386,81+6  bushels  in  the  previous  year.  June 
exports  of  other  grains  were  even  lower  than  those  in  May  and  were  made  up 
of  1,172,000  bushels  of  corn  and  189,000  bushels  of  rye. 

Argentina's  monthly  exports  of  grain  from  December  1  to  June  30  in 
1951~52  are  shown  in  comparison  with  those  for  the  corresponding  period  in 
earlier  years  in  Table  1.    That  country's  total  grain  exports  during  the 
July- June  1951-52  marketing  season  for  grains  in  the  United  States  are  shown 
in  Tablo  2. 

Table  2  -  Argentine  Grain  Exports  during  June  1952  and  July-June 

1951~52  with  comparisons 


Destination 


Wheat 


Corn 


Oats 


»  r  c\r\  n    "tv>n  C5 
.  .LA  Ulf^  OUllo 

o,?99 

»             6  RQQ 
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3,^23,936 

Barley 


All 


June  1952 
Chile 

Belgium  .   .   .  . 

Finland  .   .   .  . 

France  .... 
Total  .   .   .  . 
June  1951  .   .   .  . 
July-June  1951-52 


Brazil  .... 

Chile   

Paraguay  .  .  . 

Peru  

Austria  .  .  .  . 
Belgium  .  .  .  . 
Denmark  .  .  .  . 
Finland  .  .  .  . 
France  .... 
Germany  .   .   .  . 

Italy   

Netherlands  .  . 
Norway  .... 
Sweden  .... 
Switzerland  .  . 
United  Kingdom 
Yugoslavia  .  . 

Egypt   

French  .... 

India  

Total  .  .  .  . 
July-June  I95O-5I 
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The  following  table  snows  certain  cotton-price  quotations  on  world  markets 
converted  at  current  rat en  of  exchange. 


COTTON:    Spot  prices  in  certain  foi 
average,  and  taxes  inc 

'eign  markets,  U.S.  gulf-port 
ident  to  exports 

Market  location, 
kind,  and  quality 

.  Tate 

;  1952 

t'/nit  of  I 
wei  giit  | 

Unit  of 
currency 

■  Price  in  : 
foreign 
currency 

Equiv.  US^  a  lb. 

,  Spot  ; 
cjuo-  \ 
tati  on ' 

•Export  8s 

inter- 
mediate 
taxes 

Alexandria, 

Ashmouni,  FG., 

Ashmouni ,  Good 

Ashmouni ,  FGF. 

Karnak,  FG  

Karnak,  Good. . 

Karnak,  FGF. .  . 
Bombay 

JariTa,  Fine. 
Broach  VI Jay,  Fine.. 
Karachi 

TF  Punjab,  SG,  Fine. 

289F  Slnd,  SG,  Fine. 

289F  Punjab,  SG,  Fine 
Izmir 

Acala  I  ,  

Acala  II  

Adana 

"Acala  I  

Lima 

fanguis,  Type  3-1/2. 

Tanguis,  Type  5  

Pima,  Type  1  , 

Recife 

Mata,  Type  k  

Sertao,  Type  k  

Sao  Paulo 

Sao  Pa"ulo,  Type  5... 
Torre on 

Middling,  15/16"  

Houston -Galvest  on -New 

Orleans  av.Mld.  15/16" 
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t! 
II 
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II 

II 

II 
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11 

0  n 
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•"Kan  tar 
99.05  lbs 
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78U  lbs, 

IT 

Maund 
82.28  lbs. 


Kilogram 
2.20^6  lbs. 


Sp,  quintal 

101. ^  lbs. 
it 

ti 

tArroba 
33.07  lbs, 


Sp„  quintal 
101.4  lbs. 

Pound 


lallari 


Rupee 


1/ 

u 

11 

H 
3./ 


Kurus 

IT 


Sol 


Cruzeiro 


Peso 
Cent 


(J 


8.3.50 
72  a  00 
69,00 
139,00 
111,00 
71,00 

710,00 
825,00 

88,00 
93.00 
96„00 

278,00 
250,00 

235.00 

510*00 
490.00 
685.00 

310900 
3 60 0 00 


297,00 

250 e 00 

xxxxx 


48,28 
41*63 
39,90 
80,37 
64,18 
41,05 

18,94 

22c  01 

32,27 
34*10 
35.20 

45*04 
40*50 

38,07 

32,55 
31,27 
43,72 

51*00 
59,23 

48,86 

28066 

40ol0 


10,67 
10967 

13.85 
13.85 
13.85 


8*62 
7o32 
7,12 

2M  ad 
valorem 

30C%  ad 
valorem 
5*53 


Quotations  of  foreign  markets  and  taxes  reported  by  cable  from  U.S.  Foreign  Service 

posts  abroad.    U.S.  quotations  from  designated  spot  markets. 

1/   Reported  710,00  to  730,00  (19*47).    Ceiling  820,00  (21,87). 

2J   Reported  825,00  to  840,00  (22,41).    Ceiling  925.00  (24,67). 

2/   Nominal  floor  prices  not  currently  applicable  to  export  trade. 

l±/    Nominal » 

Correction:    Export  tax  for  Karachi  on  July  16,  23,  and  30  should  be  13*85  U.S. 
cents . 
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ITALIAN  COTTON  IMPORTS  IN 
FIRST  10  MONTHS  OF  1951-52 

Italian  imports  of  raw  cotton  during  the  first  10  months  of  the  1951-52 
season  totaled  657,000  bales  (of  500  pounds  gross),  somewhat  less  than  the 
779,000  bales  imported  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1950-51 •    Of  the  total 
thus  far  in  1951-52,  about  458,000  bale c,  or  66  percent,  have  originated  in 
the  United  States,  compared  with  the  391,000  bales,  representing  50  percent 
of  the  total,  importod  from  this  country  in  the  same  months  of  1950-51- 
Imports  from  Egypt  in  the  first  10  months  of  1951-52  amounted  to  8l,000  bales, 
from  Pakistan  57,000,  and  from  Mexico  37,000.    In  the  corresponding  period 
of  1950-51,  almost  150,000  bales  were  imported  from  Egypt,  59,000  bales 
from  Pakistan,  and  1+7,000  from  Mexico. 

Imports  in  the  1950-51  season  amounted  to  .1., 018,000  bales,  with  5h 
percent,  or  5^9,000  bales,  originating  in  the  United  States.    Early  in 
1951-52  the  requirements  for  the  season  were  placed  at  about  a  million 
bales,  with  the  expectation  that  a  minimum  of  about  600,000  bales  of  thi3 
total  would  consist  of  United  States  cotton.    It  does  not  seem  likely  that 
the  goal  for  total  imports  will  be  attained  because  imports  since  the 
beginning  of  1952  have  been  in  the  neighborhood  of  100,000  bales  each  month, 
and  it  will  require  more  than  300,000  bales  in  the  final  2  months  of  1951-52 
to  bring  the  season's  total  to  a  million  bales.    On  the  other  hand,  it  is 
possible  that  imports  from  the  United  States  will  approach  the  600,000 -bale 
figure  postulated  early  in  the  season. 

• 

Consumption  of  raw  cotton  in  Italian  spinning  mills  during  the  first 
9  months  of  1951-52  amounted  to  685,000  bales,  5  percent  below  the  723,000 
bales  consumed  in  the  corresponding  months  of  the  preceding  season.  All 
of  this  decline  has  taken  place  since  the  beginning  of  1952  when  the  effect 
of  the  world-wide  slump  in  the  textile  industry  began  to  make  itself  felt 
in  Italy.    During  the  first  6  months  of  1951-52,  consumption  was  actually 
running  somewhat  ahead  of  1950-51. 

With  imports  continuing  fairly  steady  in  recent  months  and  consumption 
declining,  the  stocks  of  raw  cotton  at  Italian  mills  have  shown  consistent 
increases  since  the  low  point  of  208,000  bales  reached  on  December  31,  1951. 
By  the  beginning  of  May  1952  mill  stocks  had  climbed  to  almost  300,000  bales, 
compared  with  the  385,000  bales  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  1951-52  season 
on  August  1,  1951. --Based  in  part  on  a  report  by  Joseph  E.  Wiedenmayer,  Consul, 
American  Consulate  General,  Milan. 

U.K.  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR 
CONSIGNMENT  BUYING  OF  COTTON 

The  United  Kingdom  Board  of  Trade  announced  recently  that  details 
of  procedure  for  the  private  import  of  cotton,  including  arrangements 
for  the  import  of  cotton  on  consignment,  have  now  been  worked  out  by  the 
Cotton  Import  Advisory  Panel,  which  includes  representatives  of  the 
spinners,  merchants,  trade  unions,  and  the  Raw  Cotton  Commission. 
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The  new  arrangements  for  the  import  of  cotton  on  consignment  are 
broadly  as  outlined  below.    No  special  arrangements  will  be  necessary  for 
sterling  cotton  on  consignment  as  distinct  from  ordinary  imports,  as  there 
is  to  be  no  limit  to  the  amount  of  raw  cotton  which  may  be  purchased  from 
the  sterling  area.    In  the  case  of  cotton  which  does  not  originate  in  the 
sterling  area,  it  ie  the  intention  to  grant  open  individual  licenses  to 
bona  fide  merchants  acting  on  behalf  of  foreign  shippers  to  import  as  much 
cotton  as  they  wish  on  consignment.    Those  licenses  will  carry  no  right  to 
foreign  currency,  which  will  be  made  available  only  when  the  cotton  is  sold 
against  a  valid  entitlement. 

The  main  effect  of  these  new  arrangements  for  consignment  cotton  will 
be  that  under  this  procedure  cotton  need  only  be  bought  from  overseas 
suppliers  when  the  customer  in  the  United  Kingdom.,  whether  a  private  trader 
or  the  Eaw  Cotton  Commission,  decides  after  sampling  that  he  wants  to  buy.  ' 
The  existing  arrangements  do  not  provide  this  facility,  as  all  cotton  has 
to  be  bought  overseas  before  it  is  imported. 

The  announcement  stated  further  that  it  was  hoped  these  new  arrange- 
ments would  help  to  return  cotton  buying  to  private  enterprise  and  help  to 
revive  a  spot  market  for  cotton  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

1951-52  WEST  GERMAN  COTTON  IMPOSTS 
RUNNING  SOMEWHAT  BELOW  1950-51 

Imports  of  cotton  into  Western  Germany  during  the  10-month  period, 
August  1951  through  May  1952,  amounted  to  780,000  bales  (of  500  pounds 
gross),  5  percent  less  than  the  823,000  bales  imported  during  the  corre- 
sponding period  of  the  1950-51  season,  according  to  Joseph  Radford,  Jr., 
Vice  Consul,  American  Consulate  General,  Bremen.    Thus  far  in  the  1951-52 
season,  407,000  bales  have  been  imported  from  the  United  States,  somewhat 
less  than  the  437, 000  bales  originating  in  this  country  in  the  same  months 
of  1950-51.    Almost  126,000  bales  were  imported  from  Turkey  in  the  first 
10  months  of  1951-52,  about  62,000  bales  from  Brazil  and  48,000  bales  from 
Egypt.    In  this  period  of  1950-51,  about  169,000,  21,000,  and  73,000  bales, 
respectively,  were  imported  from  these  3  countries. 

Some  increase  in  imports  from  the  United  States  was  expected  in  June 
and  July  since  American  cotton  financed  through  the  $50  million  Export- 
Import  Bank  loan  had  to  be  shipped  before  June  15.    However,  it  was  reported 
that  all  of  this  loan  had  not  been  used  by  the  May  31  deadline  for  completion 
of  purchases. 

Consumption  of  cotton  in  West  German  spinning  mills  amounted  to  759,000 
bales  during  the  first  9  months  of  1951-52,  about  7  percent  less  than  the 
817,000  bales  consumed  in  the  corresponding  period  of  1950-51.    Since  January 
1952  monthly  consumption  has  declined  steadily  from  98,000  bales  to  72,000 
bales  in  April.    Production  of  cotton  yarn  decreased  proportionately  from 
65  million  pounds  in  January  1952  to  k-9  million  pounds  in  April.  Preliminary 
figures  for  May  show  a  further  decrease  in  yarn  production  to  about  46  million 
pounds,  despite  the  fact  that  there  was  one  additional  working  day  in  May 
compared  with  April.    In  the  comparable  period,  of  1951,  yarn  production 
increased  from  57  million  pounds  in  January  to  60  million  in  April  and  fell 
to  56  million  in  May.    There  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  demand  for  cotton 
yam  in  Germany  in  recent  months.    With  July  and  August  traditionally  a  weak 
period  for  cotton  sales,  the  German  cotton  industry  does  not  look  for  a  better 
demand  situation  until  the  fall  months. 
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LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

CANADIAN  DOMESTIC  LIVESTOCK 
TRADE  RETURNING  TO  NORMAL 

Trade  in  livestock  within  Canada  is  again  moving  tnrough  normal 
channels  with  the  removal  of  the  last  bans  against  interprovlnoial 
traffic  resulting  from  the  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  reports 
W.  L.  Rodman  of  the  American  Embassy  in  Ottawa.     No  restrictions  remain 
other  than  the  quarantine  and  buffer  zones  around  the  disease  area 
in  South  Saskatchewan,  a  permit-entry  system  in  Quebec,  and  the  United 
States  embargo.    The  general  quarantine  in  the  Regina  area  may  be 
lifted  late  this  month,  followed  by  an  official  announcement  by  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture  that  foot-and-mouth  disease  hh.a  been  eradicated 
in  Canada. 

The  inspected  slaughter  of  cattle  for  the  current  calendar  year 
to  July  5  was  568,1+73  head,  a  decrease  of  only  3.8  percent  under  the 
same  period  in  1951.    The  inspected  slaughter  of  calves,  however,  was 
down  15.5  percent  under  last  year  and  was  set  on  July  5  at  300,095  head. 
The  indication  is  that  farmers  are  continuing  to  follow  normal  marketing 
patterns  by  selling  their  cattle  off  grass  as  they  attain  desirable 
weights.    The  Agricultural  Prices  Support  Board,  has  raised  the  minimum 
carcass  weight  limit  for  support  prices  on  beef  from  500  pounds  to  600 
pounds    since    the  market  prico  of  lightweight  live  cattle  across  Canada 
has  recently  been  above  the  support  level. 

Inspected  hog  slaughter  from  January  1  to  July  5  was  3^.9  percent 
over  the  corresponding  period  in  1951  and  was  said  to  be  3,052,639  head. 
The  sharp  increase  reflects  the  20  percent  increase  in  hogs  on  Canadian 
farms  as  of  December  1,  1951  over  the  same  date  in  1950.    With  an 
approximate  22  percent  increase  in  the  1952  pig  crop  over  the  previous 
year,  heavy  marketing  of  hogs  will  probably  continue  well  into  1953. 

As  the  better  grades  of  pork  are  now  being  absorbed  through 
regular  channels ,  only  the  low-grade  cuts  are  being  canned.  After 
purchasing  15  million  pounds  of  canned  pork  at  63.8  cents  per  pound, 
the  Federal  Government  reduced  the  canning  support  price  to  6l.8  cents 
per  pound  for  the  next  21  million  pounds  and  has  now  further  decreased 
the  price  to  57-0  cents  per  pound  for  an  additional  15  million  pounds. 
Government  action  is  soon  expected  whereby  the  Support  Board  will  bo 
required  to  market  the  npam-typo  product  freely  both  in  Canada  and 
the  United  States  at  between  k2  and  k6  contB  per  pound.    This  Board 
is  now  offering  to  Canadian  packers  15  million  pounds  of  government- 
owned  fresh  frozen  Wiltshire  sides  at  $U,00  por  100  pounds  less  than 
the  price  paid  under  the  support  program.    During  the  past  two  weeks, 
3  million  pounds  of  Wiltshire  sides  have  been  sold  at  this  discount. 
The  selling  price  per  100  pounds  to  the  packers  across  Canada  is: 
Ontario  and  Quebec,  $30.50;  Manitoba,  $29-56;  Saskatchewan,  $28.92; 
Alberta,  $28,70.    These  prices  were  established  on  the  actual  worth 
basis  of  Wiltshire  sides  to  the  domestic  market.    The  frozen  sides 
must  be  defrosted  in  pickle  which  reduces  the  grade  and  thus  the  retail 
value  of  the  cuts.    No  foreign  outlet  has  been  secured  to  date  for 
Canadian  pork  products  in  any  significant  quantities. 
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FOOT  -AND  -MOUTH  RESTRICTIONS 
EASED  IN  ENGLAND 

The  controlled  area  restrictions  on  the  movement  of  livestock  in 
England  which  were  imposed  on  June  2  have  been  removed  from  eleven 
counties  in  the  Midlands  as  of  July  18 .    However,  it  has  "been  deemed 
necessary  to  retain  controlled  area,  restrictions  in  the  eouthern 
counties  for  some  time  longer. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  agreed  to  a  partial  lifting  of 
the  restrictions  on  lambs  only  in  Southern  England  within  a.  controlled 
area.    This  will  permit  lambs  to  be  auctioned  on  farms  and  licenses 
will  be  granted  for  their  movement  within  the  restricted  area.  This 
step  was  taken  to  prevent  undue  early  slaughter  of  lambs  due  to  the 
shortage  of  food  caused  by  movement  restrictions  under  foot-and-mouth 
regulations. 

The  foot-and-mouth  disease  situation  has  improved  in  recent  weeks. 
In  the  first  half  of  July  there  were  29  outbreaks  compared  to  kZ  in  the 
second  half  of  June . 

ANGOLA  TO  HAVE  NEW  MEAT -PACKING 
AND  REFRIGERATION  PLANTS  1/ 

Interest  in  the  livestock  industry  in  Angola  has  been  stimulated  by 
announcement  of  approval  of  on  Import-Export  Bank  loan  of  $663,000  to 
aid  establishment  of  a  meat-packing  plant  at  Sa  da  Bandeira  and  a 
refrigeration  plant  at  the  port  of  Mocamedes.    The  total  cost  of  the 
project  is  estimated  at  $2,736,000,  to  be  amortized  in  20  years, 
commencing  in  1956.    It  is  estimated  that  the  livestock  region  near 
Sa  da  Bandeira  could  furnish  18,000  swine  and  30,000  head  of  cattle 
yearly  to  the  plant,  permitting  the  supply  of  k.k  million  pounds  of  meat 
to  Lisbon,  3.3  million  to  Luanda,  2.8  million  to  Leopoldville  and  0.5 
million  to  Brazzaville. 

Both  Portuguese  and  foreign  interests  registered  substantially  more 
interest  in  applications  for  livestock  concessions  in  the  five  reserves 
set  aside  for  development  of  the  industry  by  Europeans,  as  well  as  in 
concessions  in  non -re serve  areas.    Despite  numerous  difficulties  encountered, 
including  shortage  of  water,  good  progress  was  made  in  increasing  the 
number  of  purebred  karakul  sheep  at  the  reserve  near  Mocamedes.  The 
Veterinary  Services  conducted  a  special  survey  of  grazing  conditions  in 
the  five  European  reserves  and  a  governmental  survey  of  the  subterranean 
water  table  in  the  south  brought  indications  of  an  adequate  supply.    The  live- 
stock population  at  the  end  of  1951  is  unofficially  estimated  at  more  than 
2  million,  including  about  1,^00,000  head  of  cattle. 

l/  A  detailed  report  Live  &  took  a  nd  Meat  Industry  In  Angola,  19^+9  is 
available  from  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.C. 
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UNITED  KINGDOM  WOOL 
TEXTILE  EXPORTS 

The  quantities  of  vool  textiles  exported  from  the  United  Kingdom 
during  June  1952  showed  no  real  sign  of  improvement  over  figures  for 
recent  months,  according  to  the  American  Consul,  Bradford,    Exports  of 
British  grown  wool,  waste,  noils  and  tops  were  larger  than  in  May,  and 
shipments  of  British  grown  wool  and  rags  were  larger  than  in  June  1951; 
but  in  all  other  commodities  June  1952  exports  were  lower  than  in  either 
of  the  two  previous  comparable  months. 

In  the  first  6  months  of  1952  exports  of  British-grown  wool  and 
noils  were  greater  then  in  the  same  period  in  1951  l>ut  shipments  of  other 
wool  commodities  were  lower,  and  the  quantities  of  all  the  main  products 
were  lower  than  in  the  first  6  months  of  1950-    The  following  changes 
occurred  in  the  quantities  of  individual  items  exported  in  the  6  months 
January  to  June  1952,  in  comparison  with  the  same  period  in  1951 J     increases: - 
wool,  33  percent;  noils  26  percent:     decreases:-  waste  23  percent:  rags 
1  percent:    tops  17  percent:    yarns  35  percent:     cloth  35  percent:  carpets 
kh  percent:    blankets  27  percent.    The  reductions  in  shipments  affected 
a  large  number  of  markets  but  there  was  a  pronounced  decline  in  the  volume 
of  trade  with  Dominion  countries,  with  considerable  reductions  in  exports 
of  tops  to  Canada,  in  woolen  and  worsted  yarns  and  cloth  to  Canada,  South 
Africa,  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  in  blankets  to  Australia,  New  Zealand 
and  Canada,  and  in  carpets  to  South  Africa,  Australia  and  Canada. 

The  United  States  continued  to  absorb  larger  quantities  of  British 
wool  products  than  in  the  early  months  of  1951;  and-  in  the  first  half 
of  this  year  increased  quantities  of  British  grown  wool,  waste,  noils, 
rags,  woolen  yarns,  and  woolen  and  worsted  cloth  were  consigned  to  the 
American  market.     In  the  first  6  months  of  1952,  8,9^5,000  square  yards 
of  woolen  and  worsted  cloth  were  exported  to  the  United  States  compared 
with  7,78U,000  and  6,130,000  square  yards  respectively  in  the  first 
6  months  of  1951  and  1950.    Because  of  the  reductions  in  prices  of  wool 
since  early  1951  the  total  value  of  British  exports  of  wool  products  to 
the  United  States  declined  by  9  percent  in  the  first  half  of  this  year, 
but  this  compared  favorably  with  a  larger  reduction  of  36  percent  in 
exports  to  all  markets  combined.    The  value  of  exports  to  the  United  States 
was  lh  percent  of  the  value  to  all  markets,  compared  with  nearly  10  percent 
in  the  first  half  of  1951;  and  9  percent  in  the  same  period  in  1950. 

SOUTH  AFRICA  TO  DISTRIBUTE 
WOOL  PROFITS 

The  Wool  Profits  Distribution  and  Wool  Amendment  Act  of  1952 
amending  the  original  South  African  Wool  Act  of  19^6  was  proclaimed  on  June 
30,  1952,  according  to  Joseph  L.  Dougherty,  Agricultural  Attache,  Pretoria. 
The  Act  provides  for  the  distribution  of  profits  which  accrued  on  wool  sold 
by  producers  at  a  fixed  price  to  the  British  Wool  Commission  during  the 
period  August  1,  I9I+0  to  July  31,  1914-6.    This  wool  was  later  taken  over 
and  disposed  of  through  the  Joint -Organization. 

Profits  amounting  to  about  $22  million  will  be  divided  this  year 
among  producers  according  to  the  amount  of  wool  sold  to  the  Wool 
Commission  during  the  World  War  II  period. 
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SWISS  DAIRYMEN  ENCOURAGED  BY  REMOVAL  Of  U.S. 
CONTROLS  ON  EMMENTIIALER  AND  GRUYERE  CHEESE 

Neva  of  the  removal  of  United  States  import  controls  on  Emmenthaler  and 
Gruyere  -  process  cheese  oa  July  3,  2  varieties  of  prime  importance  in 
Switzerland's  export  trade,  has  been  met  with  a,  feeling  of  general  relief 
and  satisfaction,  according  to  A.  Stolipine,  American  Legation,  Bern. 
Reduced  milk  production  during  the  winter  and  early  spring  curtailed  cheese 
production,  and  Inventories  of  these  varieties  on  June  21  were  less 
than  one -third  of  those  for  the  corresponding  date  in  1951  •    Deliveries  of 
milk  to  receiving  stations  and  dairy  plants  in  recent  months,  however, 
show  a  moderate  increase  over  those  of  a  year  earlier.    This  increase, 
together  with  the  small  stocks  of  the  two  varieties  mentioned  above,  led 
to  the  lifting,  on  July  1,  of  production  restrictions  on  those  varieties. 
Production  quotas  for  Sbrinz  and  Tilsit,  reserves  of  which  are  considered 
large,  are  still  in  force. 

The  production  program  is  expected  to  provide  for  an  output  of  Emmen- 
thaler  and  Gruyere  sufficient  to  permit  exports  approximately  equal  to 
those  in  1951,  if  milk  production  conditions  continue  good.  Particular 
emphasis  is  to  be  placed  on  the  production  of  only  the  finest  quality 
types  of  these  varieties  for  export.    While  it  is  hoped  that  exports  to 
the  United  States  will  amount  to  about  the  same  quantity  as  in  1951,  a 
good  year,  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom,  where  the  emphasis  appears  to 
be  on  lower -cost  cheese,  and  to  France  are  expected  to  be  reduced.    Of  the 
2  major  classes  of  Swiss  cheese  exported  in  1951,  which  include  Eramen- 
thaler  and  Gruyere,  exports  to  the  United  States  were  second  to  Italy 
in  importance,  but  slightly  greater  than  those  destined  to  Franco.  The 
United  Kingdom  ranked  fourth  in  importance.    The  United  States  imports 
of  Switzerland  Emmenthaler  and  of  Gruyere  in  1951  amounted  to  7,350,000 
pounds  and  1,^20,000  pounds,  respectively. 

The  present  number  of  milk  cows  in  Switzerland,  totaling  slightly 
less  than  900,000  head  (a  little  less  than  prewar),  is  considered 
to  be  the  maximum  desirable  in  terms  of  available  feed  and  the  volume 
of  milk  that  can  be  profitably  marketed.    Production  of  butter  is  expected 
to  be  reduced  to  a  minimum  in  1951  in  an  effort  to  provide  adequate 
cheese  for  export,  and  any  shortage  in  this  product  is  expected  to  be 
supplied  from  imports. 

DECREASES  ORDERED  ON  RETAIL  MEAT 
PRICE  CEILINGS  IN  FRANCE 

The  French  Government  early  in  July  1952  decided  to  lower  substantially 
the  current  prescribed  ceilings  for  meat.    This  decision  was  related  to  the 
decrease  in  the  wholesale  prices  of  meat  which  took  place  last  month  in 
France  as  a  consequence  of  unseasonally  heavy  slaughtering.    Dried-up  pastures 
and  fear  of  losses  from  foot-and-mouth  disease  have  forced  farmers  to  liquidate 
or  reduce  their  herds.    This  situation  is  bound  to  have  serious  repercussions 
on  meat  production  next  winter. 


August  11,  .1952 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


The  French  Government  last  year  re imposed  ceilings  on  meat  prices  at 
the  retail  level  in  order  to  check  the  continued  rise  in  prices  which  had 
started  early  in  1951.    These  ceiling  prices  came  into  force  on  September  1, 
1951.    The  Prefect  of  each  Deportment  prescribed  retail  price  ceilings  for 
the  different  cute  of  meat,  which  averaged  about  10  percent  lower  than  the 
corresponding  prices  of  the  previous  month.    Wholesale  prices  remained  free. 

The  pref ectural  order  relative  to  Paris  end  the  Seine  Department  was 
published  in  the  Paris  Municipal  Bulletin  of  September  6,  1951-  Although 
there  wore  strong  reactions,  which  included  a  strike  of  retail  butchers, 
ceilings  were  complied  with  and  the  rise  in  prices  was  halted  pending  the 
normal  seasonal  decrease  of  wholesale  prices. 

Since  September  7,  1951  retail  price  ceilings  for  beef  have  been  adjusted 
seven  times  in  accordance  with  marketing  trends,  those  for  veal  cuts  have 
been  adjusted  k  times  and  those  for  mutton  and  lamb,  3  times. 

The  Municipal  Order  of  July  7,  1952  did  not  change  the  prescribed  ceil- 
ings for  pork.    These  had  been  already  substantially  increased  in  November 
and  decreased  in  April.    The  last  decrease  was  decided  in  accordance  with 
the  26  percent  decrease  in  wholesale  pricus  recorded  at  La  Villette  Market 
between  November  1951  and  April  1952.    With  the  exception  of  cooked  horn, 
ceilings  on  pork  cuts  are  at  present  slightly  higher  than  the  ceilings 
prescribed  in  September  1951. 

Producer  associations  ore  asking  that  the  Government  take  measures 
to  arrest  the  drop  in  meat  prices.    Since  July  J,  however,  wholesale  prices 
have  recovered  somewhat  but,  except  for  pork,  have  romained  lower  than  during 
the  comparable  period  last  year.    Retail  butchers  in  Paris  claim  that  present 
ceilings  are  too  low  to  allow  for  adequate  margins.    They  are  protesting 
violently  and  have  threatened  strike  action,  but  this  threat  is  not  taken 
very  seriously . 

FOOT-AND-MOUTH  DISEASE 
RECURS  IN  SWEDEN 

According  to  veterinary  officials  in  Stockholm,  a  foot-and-mouth 
disease  outbreak  occurred  July  21  on  a  farm  in  Hogerod,  Skone  in  Southern 
Sweden  reports  Elmer  A.  Reuse,  Agricultural  Attache  at  the  American  Embassy 
in  Stockholm.    This  is  the  first  outbreak  since  April  5.    Officials  believe 
the  present  outbreak  is  under  control. 

The  farm  where  the  outbreak  occurred  is  reported  to  have  about  288  head 
of  cattle.    About  90  milk  cows  and  70  calves  were  in  the  group  where  5 
infected  animals  were  found.    This  group  has  been  slaughtered  and  the 
diseased  animals  were  destroyed  under  veterinary  supervision.    The  farm 
has  been  quarantined  and  precautions  have  been  taken  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  the  disease. 

Last  winter  a  relatively  few  herds  of  valuable  breeding  animals  which 
were  involved  in  an  outbreak  of  the  disease  were  confined  and  isolated. 
The  sick  animals  were  destroyed  and  the  remainder  were  later  vaccinated. 
These  herds  had  since  been  under  close  observation  and  had  passed  through 
the  winter  and  spring  period  without  the  disease  being  diagnosed.  Officials 
are  of  the  opinion  that  a  virus- carrying  animal  in  the  herd  was  responsible 
for  the  outbreak. 
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TOBACCO 

ONTARIO'S  FLUE -CURED 
ACREAGE  LOWER 

Ontario's  1952  flue -cured  tobacco  acreage  is  out  to  35  percent 
below  the  current  base  acreage,  according  to  Paul  0.  Nyhus,  Agricultural 
Attache,  American  Embassy,  Ottawa. 

Ontario's  flue -cured  acreage,  which  is  determined  by  the  Ontario 
Flue-Cured  Marketing  Association,  is  now  placed  at  78,000  acres  for 
1952  as  compared  with  105,300  acres  in  1951.    Total  base  acreage  for 
members  of  the  Association  during  1952  is  120,000  acres.    No  acreage 
restrictions  were  enforced  during  1951.    The  1952  acreage  policy  is 
reportedly  based  on  an  anticipated  lower  demand  because  of  decreased 
domestic  consumption,  smaller  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the 
desirability  of  reducing  stocks  of  domestic  leaf  during  the  current  year. 
Other  changes  in  Canda's  1952  tobacco  acreage  are  included  in  the 
following  table: 


CANADA:  Proposed  tobacco  acreage 
hy  types,  1952,  with  comparison 


Type 

1952  1 

1951 

Flue  -cured 

acres  ; 

acres 

78,000  : 
1+,6Q0 
150 

106,300 
k,  850 
150 

British  Columbia. ; 

Total  Flue -cured 

82,750 

:  111,300 

2,000 
900 

:  1,700 
1,500 

2,1+80 

970 

3,000 
1,220 

Total,  All  Types, 

:  88,850 

118,970 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  Prepared 
from  reports  of  U,  S.  Foreign  Service  officers. 

CANADIAN  LEAF  CONSUMPTION 
DECREASED;  STOCKS,  EXPORTS  HIGHER 

Canadian  consumption  of  leaf  tobacco  in  manufacture  during  the  1951 
calendar  year  was  9  percent  below  1950,  according  to  the  American  Embassy, 
Ottawa.     Stocks  of  leaf  tobacco  as  of  March  31,  1952,  were  11  percent 
above  the  same  1951  date.    Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during 
January-April  1952  were  61+  percent  above  the  same  1951  period. 
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Leaf  consumption  in  manufacture  during  1951  is  estimated  at  76. 0 
million  pounds  as  compared  with  83.7  million  pounds.    Of  total  leaf  con- 
sumption during  1951,  domestic  leaf  constituted  7^3  million  pounds  and 
imported  leaf  only  1.7  million  pounds  as  compared  with  81.8  million  pounds 
of  domestic  leaf  and  1.9  million  pounds  of  imported  in  1950. 

Stocks  of  leaf  tobacco  as  of  March  31,  1952,  were  reported  at  210.9 
million  pounds  as  compared  with  only  190.3  million  pounds  on  the  same  1950 
date . 

Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during  the  first  four  months 
(January -April)  1952  were  30. 7  million  pounds  as  compared  with  18.7  million 
pounds  in  the  comparable  1951  period.    The  United  Kingdom,  the  most 
important  outlet,  took  27.7  million  pounds,  or  90  percent.    The  remaining 
3.0  million  pounds,  or  10  percent,  were  taken  in  varying  quantities  by  the 
British  West  Indies,  Belgium,  Australia,  and  "other"  foreign  countries. 
Total  exports  during  the  1951  calendar  year  were  29. ^  million  pounds. 

During  1951;  Canada  imported  1.2  million  pounds  of  unmanufactured 
tobacco  as  compared  with  1.3  million  pounds  during  1950.    The  United  States, 
the  most  important  source,  supplied  419,825  pounds;  Cuba  ranked  second, 
with  lull, 701  pounds;  Turkey,  third,  with  103,910  pounds.    All  "other" 
foreign  countries  supplied  the  remaining  213,138  pounds  during  1951 • 

FATS  AND  OILS 

INDIA  TO  EXPORT  OILSEED  AND 
OILS  TO  EGYPT  IN  1952-53 

Provision  has  been  made  for  the  export  of  oilseeds  and  vegetable 
oils,  from  India  to  Egypt  in  1952-53  in  the  recently -negotiated  Indo- 
Egyptian  trade  agreement,  reports  John  A.  Loftus,  American  Embassy, 
New  Delhi.    The  previous  agreement,  which  expired  on  February  29,  last, 
has  been  renewed  for  another  year  retroactive  to  March  1,  1952. 

Included  in  the  Indian  export  list  are  1,000  long  tons  of  peanut 
oil,  500  tons  of  castor  oil,  and  100  tons  of  linseed  oil.    In  addition, 
Egypt's  requirements  for  sesame      can      be  met  from  quotas  allotted 
from  time  to  time  by  India. 

While  it  is  understood  that  the  listed  quantities  of  goods  for 
both  countries  shall  not  commit  either  country  to  the  import  and  export 
of  the  commodities  up  to  the  quantities  stated,  both  countries  will 
endeavor,  within  the  framework  of  their  respective  export  and  import 
control  regulations,  to  give  opportunities  to  the  trade  to  import  or 
export  the  listed  commodities  to  the  fullest  extent  possible. 

(See  LATE  NEWS,  page  130,  regarding  1952-53  trade  in  fats  and  oils  under 
Italian -Brazilian  trade  agreement.) 


ihQ 


Foreign  Crops  arid  Markets 


Vol,  65 ;  No.  6 


INDIA  ANNOUNCES  PEANTJT,  LINSEED 
OIL  QUOTAS  FOR  SECOND  HALF  1.952 

India's  Ministry  of  Commerce  aod  Industry  issued  a  press  note  dated 
June  27,  1952;  announcing  that  the  Government  of  India  has  fixed  a  quota 
of  22,^00  short  tons  of  peanut  oil  for  export  during  the  period  July- 
December  1952,  reports  Clarence  E.  Pike,  Agricultural  Attache,  American 
Embassy,  New  Delhi.    This  quantity,  it  waS  stated,  would  be  in  addition 
to  the  shipments  which  will  be  effected  during  this  period  against  the 
preceding  half-year's  quota.    The  press  note  also  announced  a  quota  of 
22,400  tons  of  linseed  oil  for  export  during  the  latter  half  of  1952. 

The  manner  in  which  the  export  quotas  of  peanut  oil  and  linseed  oil 
will  be  allotted  to  established  shippers,  as  outlined  in  a  press  re- 
lease dated  July  8,  1952,  is,  in  part,  us  follows? 

"(a)  Peanut  oil  will  be  allotted  at  the  rate  of  12.5  percent  of  the 

basic  exports  of  peanut  oil. 

"(b)  Linseed  oil  will  be  allotted  at  the  rate  of  1+5  percent  of  the 
basic  exports  of  linseed  oil, 

"(c)  Established  exporters  of  peanuts  will  be  eligible  for  allot- 
ment at  the  rate  of  12.5  percent  of  the  basic  year  exports  of 
peanuts  converted  in  terms  of  oil.    For  the  purpose  pf  con- 
version of  seed  into  oil,  the  formula  adopted  is  5  tons  of 
peanuts  are  equal  to  2  tons  of  peanut  oil. 

"(d)  Established  shippers  of  flaxseed  will  be  eligible  for  allot- 
ment at  the  rate  of  '-I-5  percent  of  the  basic  exports  of  flax- 
seed converted  in  terms  of  oil .    The  conversion  ratio  is  3  "tons 
of  flaxseed  are  equal  to  1  ton  of  linseed  oil. 

"(0)  The  basic  period  of  export  has  now  been  extended  to  include 
also  the  financial  year  1951-52,  I.e.,  the  basic  period  will 
now  run  from  191+8-49  to  1951-52. 

"(f)  Shipment  period:    The  quotas  are  valid  for  shipment  during  the 
half-year  July-December  3952  subject  to  the  condition  that  not 
more  than  half  and  not  less  than  one-third  of  the  allotment 
should  be  shipped  within  the  period  July-September  1952.  If 
any  shipper  fails  to  ship  the  full  one-third  quantity  of  his 
allotment  by  the  end  of  September  1952,  the  unshipped  portion 
of  his  one-third  quote  will  Lapse." 

Measures  taken  earlier  this  year  to  assist  in  improving  the  export 
trade  in  peanut  oil  include  the  abolition  of  the  export  duty  on  peanut 
oil  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  "LATE  NEWS"  item,  March  2k,  1952)  and 
the  establishment  of  the"  export  quota  for  peanut  oil  for  the  ^-maxith. 
period  April -June  1952.     (See  Foreign  Crop;3  and  Markets,  April  28,  1952  •) 
India  also  is  contemplating  the  allocation  of  an  export  quota  for  peanut 
oil  to  new-comers.     (See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  June  9,  1952.) 
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SHORTAGE  OF  FATS  AND  OILS 
STILL  EXISTS  IN  COLOMBIA 

Colombia  is  etill  suffering  from  a  shortage  of  lard  as  well  as  other 
fat 3  and  oils,  according  to  the  American  Embassy,  Bogota.    The  lard 
shortage  has  been  attributed  to  various  causes,  but  chiefly  hog  cholera. 
Although  19,802  short  tons  of  copra  and  1,984  tons  of  hydrogenated  cotton- 
seed oil  were  imported  during  1950,  import  authorizations  for  1951  were 
cut  down  to  16,500  tons  of  copra  and  1,650  tons  of  cottonseed  oil,  By 
mid-1951,  the  shortago  of  oils  had  become  quite  acute.    The  pressure  of 
the  continued  shortage  resulted  near  the  end  of  the  year  in  legislation 
providing  for  unlimited  importation  of  hog  lard,  duty-free  importation 
of  copra,  and  authorization  to  import  up  to  3,300  tons  of  hydrogenated 
cottonseed  oil  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  of  January  7,  1952,  page  5). 
The  unlimited  importation  of  these  fats  and  oils  should  alleviate  the 
shortage  and  assure  a  sufficient  supply  until  such  time  as  domestic  pro- 
duction can  meet  demand. 

No  official  estimates  in  regards  to  Colombian  production  of  hog  lard 
for  1951  are  available.    As  a  consequence  of  the  cholera,  however,  hog 
numbers  wore  reduced  and  lard  output  probably  was  less  than  the  15,000 
tons  produced  in  1950.    An  estimate  of  tallow  production  during  1951  w&s 
given  as  4l,500  tons  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

Production  of  commercial  cottonseed  during  1951  has  been  unofficial- 
ly estimated  at  about  18,500  tons,  or  a  decrease  of  2.6  percent  from 
1950.    Output  of  sesame  seed  was  estimated  at  13,200  tons,  an  increase  of 
38  percent  from  the  8,270  tons  produced  in  1950.    As  yet,  large-scale 
commercial  production  of  copra  does  not  exist  in  Colombia.    The  annual 
production  is  about  3,000  tons  of  copra,  but  due  to  a  serious  rat  infesta- 
tion, current  output  is  believed  down.    Babassu  and  other  oil  palms  grow 
wild  in  Colombia,  but  are  exploited  principally  by  the  Indians  in  a 
primitive  form. 

Vegetable  oils  produced  from  domestic  raw  materials  in  1951  were 
cottonseed  oil-3,280  tons,  sesame  oil-10,2Uo,  coconut  oil-980,  babasuu 
oi 1-110,  and  other  palm  oils -500  tons,    Other  sources  of  vegetable  oils 
currently  receiving  considerable  attention  in  Colombia  are  the  African 
palm,  soybeans,  and  corn.    Some  1,000  acres  of  land  alruady  have  been 
planted  to  the  African  palm  and  plans  to  cultivate  an  additional  3,000 
acres  have  boon  announced.    The  cultivation  of  soybeans  is  reportedly 
already  under  way  in  the  Valle  del  Cauca,  and  plans  for  a  factory  to 
produco  soybean  oil,  hydrogenated  oil,  and  oilseed  cakes  from  soybeans 
have  been  introduced.    Likewise,  it  has  been  reported  that  another 
factory  is  being  set  up  in  the  Valle  to  extract  oil  from  corn, 

Imports  of  fats  and  oils  into  Colombia  during  January -April  1951, 
with  total  imports  for  1950  in  parentheses,  were  as  follows:    hog  lard- 
IOK  tons  (259);  vegetable  lard  and  margarino-97  (188);  linseed  oil»204 
(1,100);  cottonseed  oil-1  (2,200);  olive  oil -67  (328);  coconut  and  palm 
otls-319  (908);  castor  oil-6  (37) J  and  soybean  oil-4  tons  (2),  As 
previously  noted,  import  authorizations  for  copra  and  cottonseed  oil  for 
1951  wore  16,500  and  1,650  tons,  respectively. 
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Retail  prices  prevailing  in  the  Bogota  market  in  November  1951 
averaged  1.25  pesos  per  5°0  grams  (^5  U.S.  cents  per  pound)  for  hog  lard, 
1.00  peso  (36  cents)  for  vegetable  lard,  arid  0.60  peso  (22  cents)  for 
tallow.    Prices  of  raw  materials  for  the  manufacture  of  fats  and  oils 
during  November  1951*  Per  metric  ton,  were  as  follows:     sesame  seed-600 
pesos  (U.S.  $218  per  short  ton);  cottonseed~150  ($5*0;  copra-700  ($25^); 
and  soybeans-600  ($218) .    Prices  for  hog  lard  and  vegetable  lard  for 
industrial  uses  averaged  3°  pesos  per  12.5  kilograms  (k-3  cents  per  pound), 
and  tallow  prices  were  12.00  and  10. 50  peso 3  per  12.5  kilograms  (17  and 
15  cents),  for  first  and  second  quality,  respectively. 

AUSTRIA  TO  IMPORT  FATS  AND 
OILS  FROM  THE  NETHERLANDS 

Austrian  imports  from  the  Netherlands  during  1952-53  will  include 
various  fats  and  oils,  according  to  a  trade  agreement  concluded  by 
representatives  of  the  2  countries  in  March  1952.    The  agreement  was 
reached  during  a  meeting  held  at  The  Hague,  the  Netherlands,  from 
March  3  to  March  15.    According  to  Information  available  to  the  Office 
of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations,  the  new  agreement,  which  went  into 
effect  immediately  and  will  be  valid  until  March  31,  1953,  largely 
extended  a  former  agreement  signed  on  March  21,  1951 • 

Items  (under  Austrian  import  quotas)  to  be  imported  by  Austria  from 
the  Netherlands  include:    refined  and/or  hardened  coconut  and/or  palm 
oil-500  metric  tons;  other  refined  edible  oils-200  tons:  crude  and  pre- 
pared linseed  oil-350  tons;  other  industrial  fats  and  oils  of  vegetable 
or  animal  nature-350  tons;  oleiri-150  tons;     3tearin-200  tons;  other  lin- 
seed oil- 350  tons. 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 
( Continued  from  Page  137) 

CANADA  REPORTS  SLIGHT 
INCREASE  IN  GRAIN  ACREAGE 

Canada's  preliminary  estimate  of  crop  acreage  shows  a  slight  net 
increase  in  grains  and  a  very  slight  decrease  in  land  in  summer  fallow, 
according  to  a  report  from  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics.  For 
Canada  as  a  whole,  increases  were  reported  for  all  of  the  principal  grains 
except  oats.    The  largest  absolute  increases  were  for  spring  wheat  and 
barley.    The  estimates  as  noted  are  preliminary  only  and  subject  to 
revision  later  in  the  crop  year,  as  check  data  become  available. 

Crop  conditions  continue  good  to  excellent  and  if  favorable 
weather  continues,  grain  harvesting  may  be  general  by  mid-August. 
The  outlook  was  exceptionally  promising  at  the  end  of  July,  with  prospects 
of  a  record  outturn  if  growing  conditions  continue  favorable. 
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CANADA :    Seeded  acreage  of  principal  grain  props  and  land 
in  Bupoer -fallow ,  1952  with  comparisons  %j 


Province 
and 


:  Wheat 


:  1,000 
:  acres 


Quebec 

1951, 
1952. 


12 
11 

91 


1952  as  percent  of  : 

1951  : 

Ontario  : 

1951.  :£/  7*+7 

1952  :g/  686 

1952  as  percent  of 

I95I  :  92 

Ma'ni  t  oba  : 

1951.  ;  :    2, 32b 

1952  :  2.368 

1952  as  percont  of  : 

1951  :  102 

Saskatchewan  : 

1951  :  15,635 

1952  :  16,432 

1952  as  percont  of 

1951  :  105 

Alberta  : 

1951  :  6,1*21+ 

1952  j  6,1+04 

1952  as  percent  of  : 

1951  :  100 

Other  Provinces 

1951  : 

1952  S 

1952  as  percent  of  : 

1951  : 

Canada  : 


110 

93 

85 


25,254 
25//> 


Oats 
for 

grain 


1951  

1952  

1952  as  percent  of 

1951  :  103- 

1/  Preliminary  estimatos  for  1952. 
2/  Includes  winter  wheat  acreage  for  harvest. 

From  reports  of  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 


1,000 
acres 


1,396 
1,363 

98 

1,71+9 
1,732 

99 

1,61+3 
l,6ll 

98 

3,815 
3,362 

88 

2,851+ 
2,587 

91 

i+i+o 
1+07 

92 

11,897 
11,062 

93 


Barley 


1,000 
acre  3 


62 
61 


99 

191+ 
200 


2,01+0 
2,165 

ro6 

2,1+1+9 
2,61+1+ 

103 

3,oi+l 
3,336 

no 

54 

69 

128 

7,81+0 

8,1+75 

108 


Rye 

1,000 
acros 


5 
3 

70 

72 
75 

103 

53 
55 

104 

710 
742 

104 

284 

380 

134 

3 
2 

67 

1,127 

1,257 

112 


Mixed 
grains 

1,000 
acros 


212 
218 

103 

1,081 
1,124 

104 

33 
37 

111 

23 
24 

88 

81 
71 

88 

89 
91 

102 

1,524 
1,565 

103 


Summer- 
fallow 

"T^boo 

acres 


2,519 

2,669 

106 

12,855 
12,430 

97 

6,195 
6,146 

99 


21,569 
21,245 

98 
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This  year's  wheat  acreage  is  placed  at  about  26.0  million  acres 
compared  with  25. 3  million  in  1951.    All  of  the  increase  is  accounted 
for  in  the  Prairie  Provinces,  with  all  other  Provinces  reporting  some 
decrease  in  wheat  acreage .    The  bulk  of  the  increase  is  reported  for 
Saskatchewan,  where  the  current  estimate  of  iS.k  million  acres  is 
5  percent  above  the  15-6  million  in  1951- •    A  slight  increase  in 
Manitoba's  wheat  acreage  is  offset  by  a  corresponding  deoline  in 
Alberta,    A  slight  reduction  is  reported  in  total  winter  wheat,  most 
of  which    ie  grown  in  Ontario. 

Barley  acreage  for  Canada  is  reported  at  8.5  million  acres, 
compared  with  r(  .8  million  a  year  ago,    Saskatchewan  and  Alberta 
together  account  for  the  bulk  of  the  increase  though  most  other 
Provinces  show  some  increase  in  barley  area. 

The  increase  in  barley  is  more  than  offset  by  a  reduction  in 
oats  for  grain.    The  1952  figure  for  the  whole  of  Canada  is  11.1 
million  acres  compared  with  11.9  million  last  year.    Most  of  the 
reduction  took  place  in  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta,  indicating  a  shift 
of  about  700,000  acres  from  oats  to  barley  and  to  a  lesser  extent 
to  other  grains,  in  those  two  Provinces. 

Eye  acreage  is  up  slightly  for  the  country  as  a  whole .  The 
largest  part  of  the  increase  was  reported  for  Alberta,  where  rye 
acreage  is  about  a  third  larger  than  in  1951.    No  significant 
change  is  expected  for  mixed  grains  grown  principally  in  Ontario. 
No  significant  change  is  reported  for  the  minor  grains,  buckwheat  and 
corn  for  grain. 

Land  in  summer -fallow  in  the  Prairie  Provinces  is  down  about 
300,000  acres  compared  with  the  1951  total  in  such  use. 


